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ight Mills (1959) described the

logical imagination” as the ability to see
lationship between individual

nices and the larger society.



Social Problems:
s01ng Beyond the Individual...

1s require solutions at the societal
personal level...

sroblems? ?

hout credit card debt?
about obesity?



IS Sociology?

ne systematic study of human
interaction

= People who are united by a
aphic boundary who share many aspects
lture (e.g., political system, economy,

age).

s Examples of societies??



er.m“] of Sociology
2 “scopes’”’)



ent of Sociology

olution occurred between 1760-
in, which spread through the
the U.S. thereafter??



nent of Sociology....

tion = the process by which
sformed from agricultural
facturing economies.

ization = the concentration of humanity
ies rather than in rural areas (includes

bs” of today).



ment of Sociology: the
Early Thinkers

rt Spencer
Durkheim

s What were the contributions of EACH of the
“above??? {Review Text}



velopment of Sociology:
arly Thinkers...

ithout norms” or when norms for
lear, weak, or absent

at constraints on the
socially-based, NOT

kheim believec
dual’s potential ar
rically-based

eim viewed society as characterized by
social structure/stability; change is the
- exception



opment of Sociology: Early
Thinkers...

lewed history of societies as a
of interests between those w/
1d those without.

I.R., M. focused on “class conflict:”



ment of Sociology:
—arly Thinkers (Marx)

tion = a feeling of powerlessness



velopment of Sociology:
Early Thinkers

1t Ethic & the Spirit of Capitalism”
ld be “value free”

reaucracy (an organizational model characterized
hierarchy of authority, rules, etc.) would
inate social institutions.

cracies would determine social relations in
ty (RATHER than class struggle)




Jevelopment of Sociology:
-arly Thinkers

sociology = the study of social form



‘Enters the U.S.!

icago - Late 1800’s/ Early

" WHY?

contributions of each in text)



ociological conferences & published profusely

coused on social problems which result in what he called
‘double consciousness” = the identity conflict of being
lack and an American.

Noted that Americans claim to promote values of
democracy, freedom, and equality but accept racism.



sontemporary Theoretical
‘arspectives in Sociology

ally-related statements that

t to describe, explain, & sometimes predict

0gy, what are some “events” that theorists
would try to explain? (Examples).}



sontemporary Theoretical
spectives in Sociology

neral) important??

gy, we are attempting to examine and
se of social life....



ntemporary Iheoretical
yspectives in Sociology

Perspectives {aka
or “structural-

124

mptions |
ety is a stable, orderly system

is made up of interrelated “social
tures” (institutions)

Each social structure provides functions
(positive consequences) for the whole



ISt Perspectives...

Any stable pattern of social

xamples:

institutions = la ale social structures
ed to meet society’s needs

amples?

ns = positive consequences on the whole
(e.g., society)

mples?




ISt Perspectives...

intended & overtly recognized
ided or hidden
r information technology....

ent functions:” u

1zed that social structures can be
nctional (threatening adaptability of society).
les??



B. DuBois

. Wright Mills



- Perspectives...

1lls: claimed a “power elite” exists
of top corporate, political, &

dominance over women



Perspectives...

oach: (key assumptions...)

omen are socially-constructed,
ally-constructed, and that
1 for people to develop

storical change support this view?

ety reinforces patriarchy thru traditional



sontemporary Perspectives...

formulations, is functionalism
ro?”

original formula
)” OR “micro”?

about the feminist approach?

1, is conflict theory



dacontemporary Theoretical
cerspectives continued...

Perspectives
‘ sum of interactions of specific
dividua oups
1e PROCESS of interactions and SYMBOLS

important; symbols give meaning to
lal interaction{symbol = anything that
oresents something else}. Examples??

ach individual brings her/his own

subjective reality to social life

Symbohc interaction occurs when people communicate thru use of
symbols (e.g., language, gestures, clothing...)

[=]



IC Interactionist
rspectives...

£

micro” OR “macro?”



daContemporary Theoretical
“ayspectives continued...

Perspectives: Emerged >

ome nations were entering a period of
ostindustrialization,” called “postmodern”
1eties

ial life in postmodern societies is
nharacterized & influenced by
postindustrialization, consumerism, global
communications & info. overload

=  Recognize influence of tech. in shaping social
life & also influence of history itself...



J0stmodern Perspectives...

patterns reflecting industrialization
patterns reflecting postindustrialization

vere the early scholars
1e I.LR.)??

1 societies today would be
odern?”

we explain life today with the 3 original
frameworks???

Are postmodern perspectives “micro” OR
“macro”?




ical Research!!

1.3 on page 22; “The
earch Cycle”

| guides research, while research guides

- Norm Denzin



vhat i1s Research?

ystematically collecting information
esting an existing theory OR
defines

ciological study? .'




2 Orientations to
sociological Research

e 2 To objectively understand
hru analysis of

yumerical code

nples:

igned to all variables.

stical analyses can be applied to see how
‘ ent social categories vary on some



2 Orientations to
sociological Research...

2> To subjectively understand
aru analysis of words, gestures,
a focus on their

do we mean by “subjective?”
are some topics we could study qualitatively?

onsider language use, messages from advertising....)

theoretical framework would likely
- correspond well with a qualitative study?



s to Consider...

, we specifically identify what

orientation to research are we likely to
measure the factors that vary??



‘ms In Research

actor) that differs from one case
r study is called a

ociology a “case” could be an
lual, a group, a school, an organization,
n, a society, etc.}

“xamples of variables that you could study??



S In Research...

actor) that does NOT vary from
ext in your study is called a



Jerms in Research...

t = the process of determining the
of a variable in a specific case.

s, measurement can be tricky!!
1easure of variables:

tent to which a study (or research
nent) accurately measures what it 1s
sed to measure is called??

ent to which a study (or research
instrument) yields consistent results is called??




arch Methods in
Sociology

ds = specific strategies or
conducting research.

arch methods

ey = Participa espond to a series of

stions or statements to tell us about social /

sonal life patterns. {Commonly used to study that
h is NO’]?3 directly observable, e.g., past behavior,

Il as current beliefs, opinions, and attitudes}.

self-administered questionnaire:
structured interview:

= Are surveys “quantitative” OR “qualitative?”



Text for these.



arch Methods in
Sociology...

alysis of Existing Data = Data
t were originally collected b
oup, or agency. Examples:

ent analysis” = one type of secondary
sis which involves examination of

| artifacts OR various forms of
unication. Examples?

[s secondary analysis “quantitative” OR
- “qualitative?”



econdary Analysis
Existing Data...

gths” (or advantages) of
s (of existing data)??

are “weaknes or disadvantages) of
ary analysis (of existing data)??

Text for these.



rch Methods in
Sociology...

= People are observed and/or
TURAL settings (to reveal aspects of

. ttings:
phy = A type of research which involves an

th study of a group, usually over a long period
(months or years!)

eoretical framework would likely guide field
?

of topics to study using field research?
Is field research “quantitative” OR “qualitative?”



‘Research...

, what are “strengths” (or

antages) of field research??



rch Methods in
Sociology...

he researcher studies variables under
onditions (to learn about processes
variables are manipulated by the

).
eriments are the method to determine if a

and effect” relationship exists between
es. WHY?

laboratory experiment

leld experiment

= Examples of topics to study using an experiment?

- Is the experiment “quantitative” OR “qualitative?”




eriments. ..

gths” (or advantages) of

or disadvantages) of

Text for these.



jons to Consider...

method did Durkheim’s study of
quantitative OR

e using the OTHER

on?
research method is the OLDEST?

esearch method is the MOST COMMON
in sociology?



