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Early libraries (2600 BC – 800 BC)

The first libraries consisted of archives of the earliest form of writing - the clay tablets
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Classical period (800 BC – 500 AD)

The Ancient Library of Alexandria: A Pathfinder
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The Royal Library of Alexandria, or Ancient Library of Alexandria, in Alexandria, Egypt, was the largest 

and most significant great library of the ancient world. It flourished under the patronage of the Ptolemaic 

dynasty and functioned as a major center of scholarship from its construction in the 3rd century BC until the 

Roman conquest of 

Egypt in 30 BC. The library was conceived and opened either during the reign of Ptolemy I Soter (323–283 BC) 

or during the 

reign of his son Ptolemy II (283–246 BC).
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Middle Ages (501 AD – 1400 AD)

In the 6th century, at the very close of the Classical period, the great libraries of the Mediterranean 

world remained those of Constantinople and Alexandria
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It was cavernous. A spectacle to behold, and one of the great wonders 

of the ancient world.
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THE COLLECTION OF written knowledge in some sort of repository is a practice as old as 

civilization itself. 

About 30,000 clay tablets found in ancient Mesopotamia date back more than 5,000 years.
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Only for preservation not to circulate
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Modern Libraries ( 1500CE to 1875CE )
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chain and book
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Contemporary Libraries: 1900s-2000s
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Tradational Libraries
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 Today Books are increasing and its difficult to 
manage physical books so  we need to digitize 

them and store them in an appropriate 
infrastructure.
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Digital Library
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Virtual library
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cloud computing
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cloud computing
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Creator: Jimmy 
Wales, Larry Sange

Objective:  to provide 
information about 
Universe of 
Knowledge

Contributors: 
100,000 +

Media:  Wiki website
Articles: 24 million+
Users: 35 million+
Language: 285+
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Organization: University of 
Pennsylvania and MIT 
Sloan School of 
Management

Objective: to write a book 
about decision making 
process

Contributors: More than 
4000 

Media: wiki website
Publisher: Pearson 

Education

Pages: 176
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Organization: Penguin 
Books and De 
Montfort University, 
Leicester

Objective:  Creative 
writing  (Novel)

Contributors:  1500

Media: Wiki website

Edit text: 11000

Visited people: 75,000

Pages Views: 280,000
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Organization: 
INFLIBNET

Objective: Online 
Repository  of ETD, 
Research in Progress 
and Open Journal 
Hosting

Contributor:  Students 
and Faculty of Indian 
Universities 

Platform: INFLIBNET 
website

Journals: 14
ETD: 7650+
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Flicker Project

Organization: Library of 
Congress

Objective: To share 
photo with users, add 
tags and comments on  
Historical Photos

Tags added: 67,176 

Comments: 7,166
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 Building, Furniture, etc.

 Various Reading Materials.

 Computers and concerned equipment.

 Electronic Resources.

 Current Data & Data Archives.

 Security and Safety gadgets.

 and …………………………….. ?
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National Library

Kolkata
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 Connemara Public Library

 Chennai
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 Thomas Jefferson Building
Library of Congress
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