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NATURE OF  ERRORS IN MANUSCRIPTS
]ब,द-ुदFुल@0प-0वसग@-वीVथका-शRृग-प0षट्-पाठभेद-दषूणम।्
ह8तवेगजम-्अब3ुVधपवू@कं-I,तुमह@थ समीbय सcजनाः।।-

Ms. Tanjore,D.687:D.C.I.469

Errors relating to Dots, Illegibility, Visarga, Spacing, 
Serifs, Alignment, and Word splitting, caused by fast of 
the hand and by thoughtlessness, Oh gentlemen! 
Please pardon.



The nature of scribes

´ भdुनपeृठकfटJीवःतुgयhिeटरधोमखुः।
कeटेन Fलlखतं J,थं य$नतःप\रपालयेत।्।

A scribe set on the floor, along-with flexed knees 
and bent back, looking down, his intent gaze
alternating from original to copy, and writing for 
hours at a Stretch. This manuscript is written with 
difficulty and conserved throughout  effort.



1.Qualifications  of a scribe

सव#देशा(रािभ,ः सव#शा./वशारदः।
लेखकः किथतो रा,ः सवा#िधकरणेषु व॥ै
उपायवा@यकुशलः सव#शा./वशारदः।
बBथ#वCा चाEपेन लेखकः ःयाHनपृोJम॥
नानाऽिभूायतNव,ो देशकाल/वभाग/वत।्
अनाहायS नपेृ भCो लेखकः ःयाHनपृोJम॥– मTःय परुाण



2.Qualifications  of a scribe

´मेधावी वा'पटु +ा,ः स/यवाद2 िजतिे67यः।
´सव9शा;<समालोक@ Aयेष साध;ुसलेखकः॥ गFड़पुराण
अथा9त लेखक - मेधावी, वा'पटु, +Lतभासंप6न,स/यवाद2,िजतिे67य एवं
सव9शा;<पारंगत होना चाSहए। जो TलUपकार सव9शा;< Uवशारद नह2, 
+Lतभाशाल2 नह2ं,सलेुख मV दW नह2ं,नानादेशX के TलUपयX का ,ाता नह2ं तो
LनYचय ह2 वह <Sुटपूण9 पांडुTलUपयां बनाएगा।



3.Qualifications  of a scribe

´Scribe must possesses a legible hand.
´Scribe must having attractive writing quality.
´Writing should be uniform and thick.
´The letters should not be too broad or too thin.
´All parts of the letters inscribed fully and the dots 

and conjunctions marked clearly.



Manner of writing is शुभं,शलWणं र_यं च। 

-चतवु%ग%िचंताम+णदानखंड

नाितकृशनैा)ितद+घ-॑ )ःवद+घा)1दल34तःै।
स8पणूा)वयवमैा)ऽा?बAदसंुयोगल34तःै।। 

-हयशीष)-पIचराऽ,2.31.11.



Qualification of Master scribe

शीषmपेतान ्ससुLपणूा@न ्शभुnेणीगतान ्समान।्
अIरा,वै Fलखे3य8तु लेखक8स वरः 8मतृः॥

´With proper upper strokes,
´ fully outlined, 
´in straight rows and equal sized 
´he who in inscribes in this manner is  master 

scribe



Definition of scribe in चाण$यसं(ह

सकृदLुगहृ+ताथN लघुहःतो 3जता4रः।
सव)शाPसमालोकQ ूकृSो नाम लेखकः।।

-चाणVयसंमह-219
बोले गये अथ) को शीय ह+ महण करने वाला, तेज़ी 
से िलखने वाला, सुलेख वाला,सभी शाP\ का 
अवलोकन करने वाला लेखक होता है।



Definition of the best scribe

´तथा स_पूजये` व/स लेखकं शा;<पारगम।्
छ6दोलWणतcव,ं स/कUव ंमधरु;वरम।्।
+णdटं ;मरLत e6थं fेdठं पु;तकलेखकम।्

A scribe had  to know the meters and be a poet himself 
so as  to understand and transcribe. He should have the 
sagcity to decipher Ssmudged writing and reconstruct 
minor omissions in the archetype.



Types of scribes

1. Pustaka –Lekhaka or scribes of manuscripts
2. Kayastha-lekhaka or writers of accounts.
3. Shashana- lekhaka or Royal scribes



1. Pustaka –Lekhaka or scribes of manuscripts

पु;तके Tलhखतं याiक् ताiशं Tलhखतं मया। 
तथाUप यो मे jय/यासो लेखने klयतां Wमा।।
पु;तक मV िजस +कार से Tलखा गया था, उसी +कार से मnने 
Tलखा, kफर भी यSद दोष मेरे Tलखने मV  हुआ है, (उसके 
Tलए) मझु ेWमा करV।



Undertaking of Pustaka-lekhaka for no
error from his side

य*शं प/ुतके *3टं ता*शं 5ल7खतं मया
अब<धं वा सुब<दं वा मम दोषो न Cव<यत।े।

िजस Gप मH प/ुतक मH देखा उसे Gप मH मेरे <वारा 
5लखा गया श<ुध है अथवा अश<ुध  (इसमH) मेरा 
दोष (इसमH) नहQं है।



The Scribe indicates the technics of 
manuscripts preservation:

तलैाि4ेत ्जलाि4ेत ्र4ेत ्_थबAधनात।्
मूख)हःते न दातaयम ्एवं वदित पःुतकम।्।
अथा)त-तेल से र4ा, जल से र4ा, ढ+ले बंधन से 
र4ा,  मूख) के हाथ मd न 1दए जाने योeय को 
पःुतक कहते हf।



Pray to pardon for scribal errors 

´0वसग@]ब,दमुाqाlण पदपादाIराlण च।
,यूनाZन चाZत\रrताZन Iम8व पुsषोtम।।

0वसग@,]बदं,ुमाqा, पद,पाद, और अIर ,यनू हw या 
अVधक हw । हे पुxषोtम! मझु ेIमा करz।



Pardon for Scribal Errors

´द2घ9vब6दUुवसगा9णामWराणां च Uव;मLृतः।
य`यि;त idxवा दयया W6तमुह9थ सyजनाः ।।

द2घ9;वर, vबदं,ु Uवसग9, अWरX का लोप यSद (लेखन मV 
Sदखता है) तो हे सyजन((Uव`वyजन), उसे देख करके 
अनकंुपा पूव9क Wमा करV।



Kayastha-lekhaka or writers of 
accounts.

´The Kayasthas are a much Maligned
class. Their duties as money lenders, 
treasures and accountants.

काकाgलौgयं यमात ्{ौय| 8थपतःे ि8थतघाZतताम ्
एकैकाIरमादाय काय8थः केन ZनFम@तः।।



Shashana- lekhaka or Royal scribes

´The Royal scribe was a class by himself.
As the  pen- wielder of royalty, he had 
always to be attendant at the court, had to 
hold the confidence and trust of the King, 
exercised  much of power and 
commanded great respect.



Kautilya says for Royal scribe

´त;मादमा/यस_पदोपेतः सव9समयUव` आशुe6थः चाव9Wरो 
लेखनवाचनसमथz लेखकः ;यात।्

Scribe should be endowed with the qualifications
of the minister, and in addition, he should be 
conversant with all general conventions, quick in 
composing, possesses a beautiful handwriting, be 
efficient in deciphering and reading out 
documents.



The Royal scribes grasp the central 
idea for writing

´Zन,दा [शंसा पछृा च तथा�यानमथाथ@ना
´[$या�यानमपुालLभः [Zतषेधो अथ चोदना।
´सा,$वम�यपुप0teटा भ$स@नाननुयौ तथा
´एतeेवथा@ः [वत@,त ेqयोदशस ुलेखजाः।।
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