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LANGUAGE AND ITS TYPES:

As we know, Language 1s an abstract system of
symbols and meanings governed by grammatical
rules. Language can be mainly divided into two
sections: oral language (the language we speak) and
written language.
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In context of communication and Media, The
language can be divided into- Written, Spoken and
Visual languages.
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Written Language

A written language 1s the representation of a spoken
or gestural language by means of a writing system.
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As we know, children pick up spoken language or sign
language by exposure even if they are not formally
instructed.
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Written language 1s the written form of
communication which 1includes both reading and
writing.
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Although written language may at first be considered
to simply be oral language in its written form, the two
are quite different in that oral language rules are
innate whereas written language 1s acquired through
explicit education.
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SANSKRIT is one of the official languages of India,
and 1s popularly known as a classical language of the
country
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Considered to be the Mother of all Languages, it
belongs to the Indic group of language family of Indo-
European and 1its descendents, which are Indo-
Iranian and Indo-Aryan.
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The Sumerian language i1s one of the earliest known
written languages. The '"proto-literate" period of
Sumerian writing spans c. 3300 to 3000 BC. In this
period, records are purely logographic, with phonological
content.
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The Greeks built on the Phoenician alphabet by adding
vowels sometime around 750 BC.

ZI?-ITﬁI'ZIT el Phoemclan guiATelr &I 750 s4r tIéf %
I TR FT S5 F1=T|




Considered the first true alphabet, 1t was later
appropriated by the Latins (later to become the
Romans) who combined it with notable Etruscan
characters including the letters “F” and “S”.
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The word alphabet, from the first two letters of the
Greek alphabet—alpha and beta—was first used, in 1its
Latin form, alphabetum, by Tertullian (2nd—3rd century
ce), a Latin ecclesiastial writer and Church Father.
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oA spoken language 1S
a language produced by
articulate sounds, as opposed to a
written language.
Many languages have no written
form and so are only spoken.
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o An oral language or
vocal language 1S
a language produced with the
vocal tract, as opposed to a
sign language, which 1s produced
with the hands and face.




Spoken language 1s a language produced 1n its spontaneous
form, as opposed to written language. Many languages have
no written form, and so are only in spoken form. In spoken
language, much of the meaning is determined by the context.
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In spoken language the truth of a proposition is determined
by common-sense reference to experience.
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The spoken language tends to convey subjective information,
including the relationship between the speaker and the
audience.
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THE VISUAL LANGUAGE  [ORURFIFiTait
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The term visual language 1n
relation to vision describes
the perception,
comprehension, and
production of visible signs.
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An 1mage which dramatizes and communicates an idea
presupposes the use of a visual language. Just as people
can 'verbalize' their thinking, they can 'visualize' it.
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A diagram, a map, and a painting are all examples of
uses of visual language. Its structural units include line,
shape, colour, form, motion, texture, pattern, direction,
orientation, scale, angle, space and proportion.
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